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| Faſtors DUTY. 
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© ſeaſon; reprove, rebuke , exbort , with all 
Long-ſuffering and Do@rine. 


N Sound Do@rine. 


< HERE are ſome Subjects i in \ the e BIBLE 
* which with ſome are never in Seaſon; 
and with others the very Texts are 


Spire the Reflections of Both, by making 
choice of ſuch Words as admit of no Exception 
either from the Time, or the Doctrine. From the 
"Time, becauſe the Words of the Charge run, In 
Seaſon, out of Seaſon : From the Do@rine, becauſe 
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Fe. the time will come when they will not en- : 1 
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criminal. I have here endeavour'd to 


"It is to preach the World, to be inſtant, earneſt, and 
preſſing in it; to * convince the Wicked of their 
evil Ways, to rebuke them for their Sins, and to 
abort and } Enconrage the N This muſt 
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be allowed to be the Duty of every Miniſter of 


” Chriſt; nay, Neceſſity Ti, 2 Ir yea, Woe is 


unto us, if we preach not the 


7 90 Goſpel, 1 Cor. 9. 16. 
And therefore the Subject of my Text muſt- be 
alpays ſeaſonable; now tis Ros; becauſe of 


the reaſon of this Injunction of the Apoſtle's to 


this Charge to I 
” _ Apoſtacy, we | 
= Fling way of the Times, and preach the Word, 


Ang, Preach the Word, be inſtant in 1 0 
t _ Jeafon, &c, What Breaſt ſo benumb d, but . 
feel the Weight and Authority of this Charge? 
And then, how can the 2 Pa 


Timothy, For the time will come when they will not 


endure ſound Doctrine. And that time has been 
long ſince come; the Propheſy has been long ſince 


fulfilled. If a Miniſter now ſpeaks the Truth, if 


he K the Word of God in Sincerity, he 
Mall be called a Lyar, an impudent, or an ignorant 
Fellow. But if St. Paul ſaw it requiſite to give 
Imothy upon a diſtant Proſpect of 


ought to obſerve it upon a preſent 


be inſlaut in Seaſon, ont of Segſan, reprove, rohuke, 


_ exbort, and not be afraid oi the CAlumnies and 


Reproaches of a wicked World; but go on to do 


dur Duty with all Long-ſuffering and Doctrine. 


What Conſcience muſt not be awaken'd at ſo 


awful, ſo ſolemn a Charge as this of the Apoſtle's? 
| | charge thee oy God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


who ſhall judge the quick and the dead at bis appear- 


elels or timorous 
"ſor excuſe the Neglect of it? What will he have 


to anſwer for, if he is ſound to have been idle 


and remiſs in his Duty? He will have all thoſe 
Souls to anſwer for that periſh thro his Negli- 


;,& 


viled for ſpeaking the Truth, and rebuking of 


gence. It may be, he may be lune at and re. 


| Vice; and it may be too he may be perſecuted 
 . for it; but in that caſe he ſhoyld nat be dil- 
mapxed, but ſet before him his Lord and Maiter, 
_ Whole Commiffion he wears, who thro” his whole 
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Li met with little elſe than the Contradickion 
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's W 9 at laſt died by thoſe he came to — 
. fave; ſet before him the Apoſtles and Primitive 


e Chriſtians, who boldly ſpoke the Truth, and for | 
fit bravely reſiſted unto Death: He thould re-. 
. member his Saviour's Words, Mat. 10. 16. Bebold, 6 
f I ſend you forth as Sheep in the midſt of Wolves , 2 
1 and, expecting to be treated, as by ſuch, wot be 1 
5 afraid of them which kill the Body, but are not able # 
I to kill the Soul; but rather fear him which is able 3 
to deſtroy both Soul and Body in Hell, Ver. 28. | 
. Altho our Commiſſions, Divine as fy os are . - þ 
| not Sacred enough to ſecure us from ill Tongues, þ 
: and the Malevolence of a factious and perverſe 1 


People; yet they are ſo Sacred, as that if we execute 
them faithfully, without Favour, Fear, or Af- 
fection, they will juſtify us before our Heavenly 
Father, where, one Day, all Contempt of them, 
will be reckon'd as a Contempt of him; fer we 
are his Ambaſſadors, we repreſent Chriſt, as tho 
God did beſeech you by us, 2 Cor. 5. 20. We are 
ſent out by him to preach his Goſpel, to warn 
Men of the Danger and Folly of Sin, to reprove 
them and rebuke them for it, to exhort them to 
Obedience, and in Chri/fs ſtead to pray em to be 
reconciled to God: And our Authority is very great, 
not inferior to the (Civil, though it has not the 
ſame Object. And this we are to do with all 
Long- #65 and Doctrine, with all Patience and 
. Lenity, undergoing meekly the Contradiction of 
Sinners, and the Reproaches of Men. And never 
was there more need to put this laſt part of the 
Charge in practiſe than now; for the Times are 
come when Men will not endure ſound Doctrine; 
when the Precepts of Chrift and his Apoſtles are 
offenſive to them; and inſtead of teaching them 
the Meekneſs of their Bleſſed Author, fill them 
with Indignation, and (as when preach'd io the 
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F arch to Timothy* ,, | 
les of old) enflame their Hatred and Malice! 
But as long as our Commiſſion is Fare Dibino, 
f Divine Extract and Original, and we do the 
Work of our Lord and Maſter, we ſhould not 
fear what Man can do unto us; but we ſhould re- 
buke ſuch Gain- ſayers, and put them in mind of 
the judgment that overtook the Children of Be- 
thßel, who mock d the Prophet Eliſha, 2 Kings 2. 24. 
and of what they ende may reaſonably ex- 
pea; for our Saviour ſays, Mat: 10. 40. He that 
© receiveth you, recerveth ne; and he that Tecerveth 
me; recerveth him that ſent ne: And conſequently, 
He that recerveth not Chriſt's Miniſters, receiveth 
not him, nor him that ſent him. And then, what 
will he do to thoſe * He will miſerably deſtroy thoſe 
wicked Men, Mat. 21. 41. And at the Laſt Day, 
When they ſhall plead for Admittance into his 
Kingdom, will anſwer them, Ie received not my 
Miniſters, ye barken'd not unto their Inſtructions; 
but ſome. ye beat, and ſent away empty; others ye 
Eaſt Stones at, and ſhamefully handled, Mar. 12. 3, 4. 
And now ye would be admitted into my Kingdom: 
No; Him whom ye moſt obeyed, and whole Ser- 
vants ye moſt liſten'd unto, let him reward ye: 
Go he curſed into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the 
Devil and his Angels, And if this ſhall be the 
Doom of thoſe who ſet at nought the Mim/iry, 
and revile the Miniſters, what will become of 
they themſelves if they do the Work of the Lord 
ecertfully, and execute their Commiſſion but by 
” Halves? If thro' Fear or Affection they give a 
© dozing Opiate to the Sinner, and ſkin over the 
-- Wounds of his Conſcience? We ſhould therefore 
diſcharge our Duty, and with Authority rebuke: 
. We ſhould compliment no Man with his Sins, be 
be never ſo great; nor omit to preach upon thoſe 
- - Subje&s which his crazy Conſcience moſt nauſeates. 
: But if Pride be his Vice, we ſhould repreve it 
. "ſharply 


OI TATION mn EEE INC 
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epi: If the Canker-worm of /Covetonſneſs be 
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got into his Soul, we ſhould preach up Charity, 
1 : | : 
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my th. 


che he mould tell us there is no need of it!!!! 
I Drinkenneſs be his Fault, we ſhould open to = 
him the Bin of it, and the direful Conſequences FH 
that many times attend it in this Lite: It hore 1 
m or Adultery be what he is addicted to, wWe 
ſhould not be afraid to ſhew the Sinfulneſs of ſuch 
practices, and the Beauty and Virtne of Chaſtity - 
It Malice, or Exoy, or Hatred, be the Man's Boſom- 
Sins, we ſhould preach upon the Subjects of Peace 
and Unity, and ſhew how diabolical the e 

| 3, how oppoſite to the Nature of God, who is all 
LOVE; how nearly allied to the Devil, who is 9 
nothing but ENVY, and who is continually __. 3 
wreakmg it out upon the Sons of Men, by temp: 
ting them to Sin, and thereby bringing them in- | 
to the ſame_Eternal Deftruction with himſelf: 
We fhould fhew the Obligations there are to 
Love; and Ptace, and Good-will, one towards aho- 
ther from the Conſideration of God's Goodnels to 
us, from his poſitive Command to love one an- 
other; from the Relation there is betwixt one 
mother; Ie are Brethren, why do ye wrong one to 
wother ? Acts 7. 26. And in fo doing, not be 
afraid of diſobliging any Perſon, or being called 
Inpudent for our Pains; for there 1s a Curſe attend- 
ing us, if we do our Work deceitfullj. And it we. 
were to preach againſt no Vice, that was {ome or 
other's 5 ite. we might lay down our Com 
mtfions, and ſhut up our Church-doors, there be:. 
ing no Vice but what is indulg d by fome or other. 
They may call it Raillery, (as many of them do, 

i we preach againſt a Sin that they are guilty, 


. 


8 D Shs "—_ 

2 - 2 . — P —_— pro 24 
3 — wi om 8 

a + —— " E. * — 2 Lo 


n 2 = oe” TIO ” 


3 
8 8 8 I» Wu 
pms ies pg tothe ctr 2a ES 99 
TCC 


ol; but that proceeds from an Hardneſs of Heart, 
and an Unwillingneſs to be told of their Faults: 
But rebuking of Sin (tho? never fo ſharply) is no 
Railtery according to the 1 and accord ns oy 


*- 


10 S. PauFsChirge to Timothy? Or, © 
„ do tlie Tenour of our Commiſſions. Such Accu. 
lations we ſhould not regard; but if we know of 


ap that are given to Swearing, WY" mould ſet our ro 
4 ſelves particularly againſt that Vice; if to Lying, rat] 
_- © agamſt that; if to Drunkenneſs, againſt that; if fie 


to Whoredom and Adultery, againſt thoſe; it to 
Fride, againſt that; if to Covetouſneſs, againſt 
that; if to Malice, againſt that: And in all theſe 

be inſtant and preſſing, ſhew the Deformity of 
them, and how they will certainly lead to Dan- 
nation. And conſidering how precious a Soul is 
in the Sight of God, how dear it coft in redeem- 
ing, and how irreparable the Loſs is, we ſhould 

- omit no Opportunity, but be inſtant in Seaſon, 
put of Seaſon; we ſhould leave no Inſtruction be- 

, © -hind, omit no Argument, no Exhortation, that 
cCan be uſed; and laſtly, ſpare no Rebuke to re- 
cover it out of its deadly Lethargy of Sin, and 

bring it again to the Light and Truth, and to the 
Obedience of the Goſpel; and rather chuſe (it it 

muſt be ſo) to incur a little III-will at preſent, 

than to ſuffer (thro a Neglect of ſound Doctrine 

GY "_ ſeaſonable Reproots) a Soul to periſh eter- 
3:2 | > conſidering the Degeneracy of the Age 
wee live in, and how the Times are come, when 
Men will not endure ſound Doctrine, We, the Mi- 
miſters of the Goſpel, have an hard Taſk of it: 

If we preach againſt Vices Men are addicted to, 
Jound Doctrine is like a nauſeous Medicine, un- 
pPealüweaſant to the Taſte of their debauch'd Palates; 
* and very probably the Phyſcian may have hard 
Words for his Preſcription. If we do not. preach 
againſt them, we diſpleaſe him whoſe Ambaſa- 
lors we are, and fall under the Sentence of uu 
Stewards in diſpenſing his Goſpel. Which then 


—— 
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ſhall we do? Which ſhall we do, did I ſay? 
There is no room for the Queltion, Tho! the 
125 8 Burden. 
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ferng and Dotrine,” the Reward will be great” 
and more than proportionable to the Toil; Which 
ſhould be an Euncouragement to us to pleaſe Gd, 
mther than Man, and to probe the Sores of Con- 
{gences to the Quick, to act the part of a ſtout:- 
hearted: and faithful Chirurgeon,” and ſearch tie 
Wound to the Bottom, tho? the Patient cries out un- 
der the Operation: Not to have Mens Perſons fo 
much in Regard and Admiration, and be afraid 
of telling them their Duty, and let em go n 
n their great and crying Sins, becauſe they are 
great who commit them. l . De e TR W 
There are, I hope, and am aſſured, a great 
Number of conſcientious Divines (would to God 
there was a much greater!) that will not lull 
the Conſciences of great Sinners aſleep by cooling 
Anodynes, and ſoftning Arguments; but rouze them 
vp,” and tell them of the Danger they are in 
from their wicked ways. I, for my part, ſhall 
never compliment a Sinner with that which I 
know will be his Deſtruction. And therefore, ac- 
| cording to the Charge given me in the Text, I 
muſt preach the Word, be inſtant in Seaſon, out of 
Seaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort And this I will 
do (by God's Aſſiſtance) with all Long-ſuffering 
and Doctrine. The Reproaches of Men for ſpeak- 
ing the Truth, ſhall never diſturb my Reſt, or 
ſcompoſe my Mind, but ſhall be like Arrows 
that fly over the Head, but never touch. If 
| therefore there be any here that are guilty of 
thoſe Sins I have mentioned, or of any other, 
whether of Commiſſion or Omi ſion, I muſt tell them 
they are damnable in their own Nature, and with- 
out Repentance will prove ſo in the End: I muſt 
reprove them, and rebuke them for em; and, I 
am ſure, tis much better to ſuffer Reproof here, 
than Hell-Fire_ hereafter. Io a Soul, indeed, 
WEN 4 Ra "2 ; over- 
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"0 0 Phyfe cian, but T- 7 5 are oy ck... ts is the 
| Rea aſon given by the «Few why» Men will not 
dure - und Doctrine; auſe they love to walk 
alter their own Luſts, preferring the Gratification 
them before Obedience i to the Law of God. The 
| Covetoys Aan cares not to hear of Charity, becauſe, 
his Heart is tied up in hig Purſe, and his Bags are 
his God: 225 Proud and Ambitious will not bear 
the mortify vg. Doctrines of Meekneſs. and Humi- 
Jity, pecauſ e his Heart is ſwollen with Pride, and 
pulſed u up with his own Suffciency.:; The: Mali 
_ Gous, and Envions Man will not hear of thoſe 
ſtere Doctrines, Forgiveneſs and Forbearavce, be: 
auſe he 18 oyer-whelm'd: with Cruelty, and wants 
0 ſee his Deſire upon his Enemies: The Dru 
bard loves not Leſſons ot Sobriety, becauſe his 
7 25 are his Delight ; nor the Adulterer: Leſſons of 
Chaſtity, becauſe the Arms of his N Dalilah 
E more pleafin to him: The'Falſe-bearted and 
Har doth not love to be told of Sincerity, and | 
Truth, becauſe, his Deſigns are baſe, and with his 
Treachery he covers them as: with a Cloak». The 
Oe Swearer doth not care to hear of Hallow- 
ing Pod s Name, and to be check def in his Fo- 
eſs, becauſe he thinks tis faſhiopable, and 
ompleats the ee : The: Extortioner and 
. cannot with an atience fit out a Ser- 
non upon Hone/ yand J. jeg, becauſe by I/ ice 
7 1 ain, ant by Wrong ings he makes bis 


We 9 10 Wy: Mer 
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"Ihe. Pas: T Q K 99 TY. 
bedr en N N Jores. x 
be told of his Duty 1 2 e Chuxcb, 


of keeping bis Heart 
elſewhere, 242 God 7 15 = in all bi Thanghts,. 


++ Others there are as much corrupted in the ir 5 


| Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, and as muc 
en d 0 be better informed 1 5 ag deny a 15 
nity: of: Perſons in an Unity of God: bead, the tay 


$craments,- Bapti/m, and the Lord*s:Sypper, 
the divine Inſtitution of Church: government by 
Biſhops, "Prieſts, and Deacons, In a Word, ſo de: 
generate is the Age 8 that Men nam, wher 
der in an Error ag to Faith or Practice, will nat 


endure to be told of it, to be directed to the . 


ht in one, or 10 be, inſtructed. better in the 
other; will not endure od Dod@rine, 125 either 
not hear it at all, or if they WD; call it RE. 
FEECTIONS. ; Would io God. they, would 
reflect upon then af 3 th 4, would then ſoon 
nd the. Cauſe of our inſlaut and. ear: 
neſt with them; we bing fo reprove and rebuks 
them for their Sins, we would reduce them to the 
Obedionce o the. Golpel, and lead them, to ert 


laſting Happineſ: 


But Aer Miſbonſtruction they. may put E 
our Doctrine, whatever invidious Name 


they: may give to us, that will be no- Excuſe fon 
our being remiſs. in our Duty. We muſt. not 
mother the Truth, becauſe thro the Iniquity o 


the Times tis not kindly. received; but bulk 


preach the. Word, be inftaut in ſeaſon, La 5 ſea- 
Jon, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all L 


ok 5 
ing and Doctrine. If any of the Sheep ( ays 
og rich 


diyine * Chryſoftome ) be gone aſtray, and 
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14 8. Paul's Wange ” Timothy: . 


* Meadow*Land for Burren and-Rocky — 1 iths' 
Shepberd bas 7 Reaſon to be Touder.than ordi- 


mary," to reduce his ch Sheep, and bring them back 


to the Flock. . 
And therefore let me OY 1 wok er 


Eb you, to forſake your Sins, and to all Ho- 


lineſs of Life and Converſation! Conſider ear- 
neſtly with 2 515 ſelves, to What your Sins will 
one day bring you, to eternal Perdition; and 
then you will w every Vein of your Hearts, 


and wiſh with all your Souls that you had hear- 


ken d to the Calls of God's Miniſters.” What is 
it that we are ſo urgent 'with you for? Is it 


not for your own good, for your on Salvation? 


That 5 would not run * ſelves into Hell- 
Fire. by your Sins, but amend your Lives, and 
be ſaved ?/ It will be a terrible Aggravation at 


the Laſt Day, when thoſe Minifters who often | 


call'd upon you to Re wh 5 50 who often re- 
roved, rebuted, And er on to foriake your 
ins, {hall appear as Wig, againft you, and 
implead you before their Lord and Maſter Chriſt 


Jeſus. Wherefore let not thoſe: that ſhould be 


your " Guides, and conduct you to Heaven, ap- 
ear 1 5 ainſt you ſor neglecting and refuſing to 
their Inſtructions; but put off every Man 

51 Sins, and obey thoſe that watch over your Souls, 
as LM 99 muſt give an Account of them, that 


the do it with Joy, and not with Grief, 


bot! ivy a eir own Parts, and yours too: On theirs 
in that they have faithfully Aicher ed their Truſt, 


conſcientiouſſy preach'd the Word, and boldly 
rebuked Vice: On yours, in that you have con- 


ſcientiouſly obeyed, and now reap the Fruits of it, 


een Sal vation of we our Ele; Which 
| e e e ee 9 


Hs obs * : 1 
1 | 


a « 1 5 p 3 0 E \ 54 

N 7 9 i 10 1 a : : 
2 a 4 f * - s c . 2 * F 245 2 , 4 

© 81 4 \ — =" * * K 
„ St I's 

/ q 
nt | or, Pau 
a „ 7 
* 


$. Pau! 5 » Charge to moch). 


gl 12 1 0 R, T H E $144 i 


"Paſtors DUTY. 
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1. TIM. . 5 


0 Timothy, 80 that which is ; committed to 


7 5 H ESE Wordsare the Cloſe of s. Paul's 
firſt Epiſcopal Letter to 1 e whom 
he ordained and left Biſhop of Epheſus, 
A the prime Metropolis of Aſia, w be he 
de parted from thence into Macedonia. The A 

fle foreſaw that after his Departure grievous Wolves 
would enter in among them, not ſparing the Flock, 
Ads 204 29. And therefore be beſought Timothy to 
abide ſtill at Epheſus, to take heed to the Flock i in 

his Abſence, to feed the Church of God, to main- 

tain the Faith amon ng the Epbeſians pure, as it was 
once delivered to the Saints, againſt all Oppoſitions E 
Science , falſly ſo called, and to charge the fal 
Teachers that they teach no other Doctrine. 
This whole Epiſtle, with the Subſequent, and 
that to Titus, is a Collection of Apoſtolical Canons 

| and Inj unions, neceſſary to be oblery 'd by all 

1; * and Paſtors ol the Church, wherein are 


5 Directions 
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; Charge to Timothy: 08, 
Directions both for the Guidance of themſelves; 
 theConduea'of their own Lives, and the Govern- 

N 271 1 hes E jen to * Care: Tale 
eed (lays the Apoltle, Ads 20, 280 unto your ſelves; 
aul to 1 the Fickt, ooh thi which the Helj 880% Has 
made yon Overſeers, He bids them firſt look well 
unto themſelves, take tare firſt bf their own Souls, 
that their Faith be ſound, and their Pra@ice ac- 

_ _ - cordingly | ages og fp them not only preach 

23004 Dodrine, but lead goed Lives; not only 

deeach, but do; that fo they may enforce hy their 
Examples what they deliver with their - Months ; 
and that all ſeeing their gobd Works; may follow 
the fame, and glorify their Father which'is in Hea- 
ven, And fo abfolutely neceſſary is this in the 
firſt place, that # Miniſter of the Goſpel fhould 
be unblameable in his Life and Converſation; that 
the contrary Behaviour has done no Galt Detri⸗ 
ment to the Church in particular, and to Reli- 
gion in general; for nothing, I believe, has dri- 
ven more People from the Church, and made more 
Schiſmaticks, than the Lives of ſome of the Prea- 
chers; nothing has made the Truth of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion in nal more called in queſtion, 
than the little Influence it has been obferved to 
have upon ſome whoſe Imployment is its Profeſſion. 
A wicked Teacher, by living in thoſe Vices he de- 
claims againſt, fpoils the Effects of his Doctrine; 
"and, if he doth not find them fo, very often leaves 
His Hearers either Atheifts or Hereticks, The bad 
Conſequences of this is moſt emphatically and 
movingly fet forth by a Right Reverend Father 
of the Church now with God. The Prieſt, fays he, 
that is not choathed with . tho other- 

Ve richhj adorned with all the Ornaments of human 

and divine Literature, and thoſt gilded over with 
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I. PAST Rs B 
bes, the Rays of a ſeraphick Prudence and Sagacity, is 
S get but a naked, beggarly, REO Oey, % NO 
2ke Authority, no Intereſt, 10 Te or Service in the 
Church of God. The unholy Teacher let him preach 

has ever Jo well, diſcourſeth to little purpoſe, there 
ell ill be no Life in bis Doctrine, becauſe his Life is 
11s; % deſtitute of the Spirit of Holineſs; be will ſooner 


ac- Wl damn bis own Soul, than ſave any Man's elſe. And 
ch I tho” this ſhould not be; tho? the Life of the Tea- 
ly I cher ſhould be no Prejudice to his Doctrine; but 
eir MW when that is ſound, orthodox, and conſonant to 
be; che Word of God, we ſhould follow the Advice 
ow our bleſſed Saviour gave his Diſciples, Mat. 23. 
en- wer. 2, 3. concerning the Scribes and Phariſees, 
he WM who, he told them, ſate in Moſes's Scat; all there- 


fore whatſoever they bid you obſerve, ſays he, that 


at Wl obſerve, and do; but do not ye after their Works, 
ri- er they ſay, and do not, Yet becauſe we ſee it fo 
li- WM in Practice, and tis the ordinary courſe of a de- 
r- praved World to be led more by the Eye than the 
"re Ear, to be 2 more by Example than Pre- 
-2- Wl cept; nay, St. Chryſoſlome de cribing the Temper 
ri- af the People in his Time, fays, * So long as a 
2n, Wl Prieft leads a good Life, and in every reſpect agree- 
to able to bis Profeſſion, his Adverſaries can take no 


bold of him; but if he tranſgreſſes in the leaſt Fun- 
cilio 7 his Duty, nothing of bis former Upright- 


e; Wl neſs ſhall be able to ffop the Months of bis Accu- 
res Ml ers, but one little Slip Pall reflect a Diſgrace upon 
: his whole Life. How cautious then and circum- 
we 


ſpect ra, 60 a Miniſter of the Goſpel to be in his 


er way of living? How blameleſs, vigilant, ſober, 
le, — — — — — — . CALL — 
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# 8. Paul's «Gow: fo Ting: 


W nah 
10 15 70 to ſay o him Tir. 2. 8. For the 
Caſe of a Miniſter ot the Goſpel 3 is widely diffe- 
rent from theirs ol an inferior Rank: If they do 
commit a F ault, it is not of ſuch an Epidemicel Na- 
ture, nor has it ſuch a publick Tendency to do 
Miſchief, but the Eyes of the whole World are up: 
on the (Cl ergy, and every little Error in them is 
Jook'd upon as a capital Crime; People generally 
eſtimating Faults not as they are in themſelves, 
but as the Perſons are in an higher or lower Sta. 
ien that commit them. And: therefore St, Paul 
_ bids Timothy; in the Diſcharge of his Office, to 
be an Example of the Believers in Ward, in Conver. 
ſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity: 
T9 take beed unte himſelf, as well as unto his 
Vedtrine; for in ſo doing his Miniſtry will have 
le better Succeſs, and he will be the better able 
2 keep that which: is committed to his. Truſt: 

In. ſo wi he wall both {ag, himfelt, and tben Gp 
bear him, 1 Tim. &. 123; 16. 31 tk | 
1 © Timothy, keep that which. a5 tel to. th 
Truſt: This is a Charge which eternally binds a 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, of what Degree or 
Denemination loever. Wherein we are to conſi- 
der, Finſt, What is this Truſt committed, and to 
Wham. . Secondly, How lit It is to be kept. And, 
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299, What this Tu is which is committed, 
and to whom m5." Now the Truſt committed 182 
ee of th* glorious dhe of the Yen bt 
*Go8, 1 Chr: 9. 1. of that Faith which was onbe 


dig "the Myſteries of God, of adininiftring 


delrvered to the Saints: *Tis the Power of — 9 
his 
Word and Sacraments, Mat. 28. 1 9. of giving 


Tis the Layr of the Moſt High, and the Power 
the Keys „f the Kingdom of | Heaven, Mat. 16. 19. 
Tis the Care 6f Seuls, as the Author to the He- 


lers exptęſſes it, Chap. 13. ver. 17. Obey them 
that have the Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves, 
for they watch for your Touts, as they that muſt give 
Avtount Befides the Care of the Church, to main- 
tain the Government of it, to preſerve an Unit) 

ok Worſhip ini it, to keep a Decency in the Boule 


"Knowledge of Salvation unto his People, Luke 1. Ur 
15 


of God, and to ſee that all things be done in 


Order. This is the Sacred Depoſitum which is 
cotamitted to Truſt. The Perſons to whom this 
great Charge is committed, are thoſe whom 


Chriſt by a 5 Commiſhon has ſet apart for 


that Office: Tis not every one that can and doth 
harangue an Auditory out of a Pulpit, that has 


Power ſo to do; but only the Tmothies of Chriſt, 


thoſe who are called of God, as was Aaron, who 


derive their Authority from Chriſt and his Apo- 
ftles by a continued Succeſſion of Biſbops, Prieſts, 
and Deacons, according to that of Ignatius, who, 


tis not denomi nated a Church, © O Timothy, keep that 
which is committed to thy Truſt. It is obſer ved here 
by one of the f Ancients that O! in this place, 
8an Exclamation iſſuing forth from a prophetick 
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Weng at thole three Orders, ſays, * Without theſe | 


2 Spirit; 


*' 


3230 8. Pauls Charge to Timothy: Or, 
Spirit; for the Apoſtle foreſaw that Hereſies would 
be, and he could not ſorbear crying out at the 
Miſery in profpe&, and which occaſion d this 
ſtrict Charge of his to ede Which brings me 
to the Second Thing propoſed, which is to ſhew 
hom this Truſt is to be diſcharged, this Depoſtum 


The Apoſtle goes on in the following Words 
of my Text, Avoiding prophane and vain Bablings, 
whereby we are tounderſtand, as the fame Author 
remarks, Novel Articles of Faith, novel Impoſitzons, 

novel Opinions, ſuch as are repugnant to primitive 
Antiquity, and which, if once admitted, muſt nece/- 

Jarily deſtroy either in whole, or at leaſt in great part, 
the Faith of the bleſſed Fathers. So that to joe 

the Depofitum committed to our Truſt, we mul 

23 no other Doctrine than that Catholick and 

TDi verſal Doctrine, which has continued one and th! 
ſame thro every ſucceſive Generation, without an) 
Corruption of the Truth. We muſt not cut our 
Doctrine out to the Times, and have a new Go- 
thel upon every Turn; but, as St. Ambroſe ſays, 
2 


Nerve the Frecepts of our Fore-fathers, and not 
ly preſume to violate the Hereditary Doctrine 
configned to us: We muſt not play the Hypocrite 
and fall in with this or that Party for the ſake of 
a preſent Profit or Advantage, and deliver that 
for Goſpel now, which was none before; but preach 
that which has the Marks of Unverſality, Anti- 
nuit), and Unanimous Conſent, which has been be- 
lieved in all Places, at all Times, and by all the 
Faithful. To keep that which is committed to our 
Truſt, we muſt innovate in nothing; but in every 
Article follow cloſely the Scriptures, and the con- 
ſtant Judgment of the beſt oy ureſt Ages of the 
Church upon them; and teach =, and that on. 
ly, for Doctrine, which we find taught by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, We muſt preach the e 
ie 4 Ci 


ly and bare-facedly deny them. When an 


.a;Crucified Saviour, and boldly and vigorouſly 
ſtand up for the Rights and rruiledges of his | 


Church, we muſt ſtrenuouſſy aſſert Her Principles, 
though we ſhould; be diſcountenanc'd for it; and 
maintain Her Conffztutzon in all Her Fundamentals, 


though we Imp ane”. Jome, who now diſpute 


them, and quite give offence to others, who open- 
is crept. into the Church, or an Error in Fark 
advanced into Reputation, we muſt not ſmother 
the Truth, and dawb over the Sm, becauſe, per- 
haps, it is countenanced by Men of Rank and Fi- 
gure. We muſt not be afraid of perſwading all 


to unite with Her, and of ſhewing the damning 


Quality of Schiſm, becauſe the Number of Schiſ- 
maticks is great: For this would be to ſow Pillows 
to all Arm-boles, Pillows which the Lord profeſſes 


by the Mouth of his Prophet Ezekiel that he is 


againſt, Chap. 13. ver. 20. Pillows baſe and unbe- 
coming a Miniſter of Chriſt, who ſhould approve 
himſelf in all Things as a faithful Shepherd of 
the Flock, over the which. the Holy Ghoſt has made 


bim an Overſeer, who ſhould keep the Faith, and 


in Doctrine ſhew Sincerity. Inſtead of feeding the 
Church of God, this would be to lay waſte Her 
Fences, and let in the Volves and Foxes to de- 
your: the Sheep. This would be to betray our 
Truſt, to be falſe, perfidious, treacherous Stewards. 
How far degenerated are ſuch Paſtors from the 
Primitive Pattern of Apoſtolical Preachers, who 
had no Mens Perſons in Admiration; but 
when they found an Hereſy broach'd, gave it no 
time to fleep, omitted no Argument, ipared no 
Rebuke to ſuppreſs it, though favour d by an 
Emperor ! How unworthy are ſuch Divines (if 
Divines I may call them) of that great Truſt 
repoſed in them, who will prevaricate with God 


and their Conſciences, and, rather than loſe the 


hopes 


152 Si. Paul's Charge to Timothy: Or, 

© "hopes of a diſtantPreferment, ſuffer a great Man 
with Impunity of Words to deny the Authority 
of the Commiſſion he wears, and ridicule his Sa. 
cred Function; to deny the Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, and even the very Eſſence and Being of Re- 
Iigion? How ill doth the CLOTH become that 
Man, who, for the ſame Advantage he now en- 
Joys, would exchange his GOWN tor a Cloak to 
_ "oblige a Patron? And yet ſuch Men there are 
in the World, to the great Diſhonour of the Hol) 
Order, and the great Netritment of the Chriſtian 
Religion ; Men that will difown the divine In- 
Kitution of the Commiſſion they once received, 
and deny that Doctrine they once taught for Go- 
ſpel. Nay, there have not been wanting thoſe 
Cone at leaſt.) whoſe Zeal (and a commendable 
Chriſtian Zeal it was) once led them to join with 
the Noble and Praife-worthy SOCIETY ” 
the Propagation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, that 
Have lately appeared againſt its being propagated 
at Home; I mean in bringing their ſecond or third. 
banded falſe” Informations againſt the feveral 
Maſters of the Charity-Schools, to fix an Igno- 
miny upon Them, and in Them upon the Poor 
Children, in order to give an Handle to ſome 
. them, who by no means wiſh them well, 
though tis certain without ſuch Schools the Num- 
ber of Schiſmaticks and Hereticks, of 4 
Atheiſts, of Rebels and Trators would vaſtly grow 
and increaſe, they being trained up from their 
Childhood in the Principles of true Religion, in 
, the Doctrine of the Church, as by Law eſtabliſhed, 
and in Obedience to their Rulers and Superiors. 
I This is not to keep that which is committed to 
their Truf, but'baſely to give it up to their In- 
tereſt, and to expoſe thoſe Souls for which Chriſt 
died, over which he left them Guardians, and for 
which they muſt one Day anſwer at his Tribunal, 


to 


to Ignorance, the Mother of Error, and to be led 


Captive by the Devil at his Will. But to lep 


the Sacred DEPOSIT UM, is to propagate it, 


ſigned) to be a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and 
tion in it of all the Predictions in the Law and 


To deal out the Bread of Life, not as many, which 
corrupt the Word of God; but as of Sincerity, as 
of God in the Sight of God to ſpeak in Chriff, 
2Cor. 2. 17. To vindicate the Principles of our 
moſt Holy Religion from the falſe Gloſſes and 
Miſrepreſentations put upon them by prophane, 
wicked, and deſigning Men: Boldly to rebuke 
Vice, and by Soumdne/s of Speech and Apoſfolical 


the Torrent of Hereſy and Schiſm. And never 
did the Church more call for the Endeavours of 
Her Clergy this way, than now; for though ſhe 
was always tom by Factions and contrary Furties, 
yet now the Sectar ies walk in Triumph under Her 
yet of a Toleration equal to it. LR 
Bleſſed be God, we have Laws to reſtrain their 
Growth: We have an Ad of Unformity ſtill in 
Force: We have a Bill againſt Schiſm not repeal- 
ed; We live under the Protection of a Chriſtian 
PRINCE. And it the Clergy have but the 
Chriſtian Courage to put Theſe in Force in their 
ſeveral Pariſhes to which they belong, we may 


united in one Faith, in one Baptiſm, under one 
ri en their Lord. 
What is it that hath given the Enemy ſuch 
occaſion to blaſpheme? What is it that hath given 


Birth to fo many SeFs and Hereſies as there are oy 
rh 5 the 


to inſtruct the Ignorant and Fooliſh in the way 
ol the Lord, to cauſe the Goſpel (as it was de- 


to demonſtrate it, by ſhewing the exact Comple: 


the Prophets. to be the Glory of the People Iſrael: | 


Rebukes, Admonitions and Exhortations, to ſtemm 


ill hope to fee the Church flouriſh, and all 
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24 K. Paul» Charge to y: Or, 


the World, but the Lives of ſome, the Sloth, Neg- 
ligence and Cowardice of others of the Clergy? 
They have been afraid of ſuffering too much tor 
their Profeſſion, not conſidering what our bleſſed 
Lord told them when he gave them their Com- 
miſſion, That he ſent them out as Sheep among 
Wolves, that they muſt endure many Hardſhips 
for his Name's Sake; not confidering that their 
Miniſtry is a Warfare, that they are to combat 
with Spiritual Enemies, and that the Doctrine 
they are to keep is the Doctrine of the CR OSS, 
They have been too remiſs in obſerving the 
Rules and Orders of the Church, as preſcribed by 
the Rubricks, Canons, and Articles, &c. And too 
eaſy in parting with them for the ſake, as they 
ſay, of Peace and Quietneſs with ſome in their 
Pariſhes, who have had but a cold Zeal for any 
art of our Holy Worſhip : They have been too 
— with the Impugners of our Rites and 
Ceremones, too complying with thoſe of a con- 
trary Perſwaſion, too mild in their Cenſures, and 
too ready in their Abſolutions, upon the ſame Rea- 
ſon, I preſume, or a worſe, viz. the cultivating 
an Intereſt with Men in Power or Poſſeſſion. 
Indeed, Peace and Quiet neſs are valuable Bleſ- 
ſings, and ſuch as every Clergy-man ſhould pro- 
mote, they being the Bond and Cement of all So- 
ciety, whether Eccleſiaſtical or Civil; and I would 
have them preach em up in their full Extent, 
ſhew the high Obligations there are to Unity, and 
encourage it by a peaceable and quiet Behaviour 


themſelves. I would have them not only by the 


ſtrongeſt Arguments drawn from Reaſon and Reli- 
gion, perſwade their Flocks to live peaceably to- 
gether, and to bear with one another in little 
Matters; but themſelves to be of a complying 
Temper, where the Honour of God and his Church 
is not concerned; and, by giving no Diſturbance 
; an 


* * 1 


ie bas fon's Dur. 23 
and Uneaſineſs, follow the Example of their Lord 
and Maſter, ' who was merh and lowly of Spirit. 
But T would not have tem for the fake of their own 
Haſe and Quiet give up the Rights of the Church, 
| and quit the Principles of their moſt Holy Reli- 

gion, to gratily a Fatticn, and to pleafe a Party; 
nor deſert the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, to 
complement the lame Perforn ances of ſome weak 
or diſaffected Perſons. Neither would I have then 
create any Parties or Animoſities by medling in 
their Pulpits with Matters that are purely Civil 
and Folztical, No; I would have them preach 
the Doctrines of Chriſt and his Apoſtles: I would 
have them ſet forth the Original and Extent of 
ther Commiſſion, the Neceſſity of the Two Sacfa- 
ments, the Danger of Schiſm, and the Obligatic us 
to Unity. And 11 theſe be accounted POLIE 
TICKS, they are ſuch as our Saviour taught us; 
ad commanded us to preach; and we ought to 
obey God, rather than be alraid of difpleaſing 


Man, IP | 


ar. So 


; And in order to this, that they may be able by 
und Doctrine both to exhort and to convince the 
Gan-ſayers, Tit. 1. 9. and to hold faſt the faithful 
Word, as they have been taught, and to keep that 
which is committed to their Truſt, they ſhould 
make it their Buſineſs to acquaint themſelves tho- 
m with the Scriptures, and the Senſe of the 
moſt ancient and approved Fathers of the Church 
upon them, with the Birth and Riſe of every He- 
ey; that ſo they may be able to ew the Food 
ad Unſcripturalneſs of it, and thereby keep 
their Flock from running into it: They ſhould 
de Bezaleels of the Church of Chrift ; that by 
ter Viſdom; Under ſtanding, and Knowledge, they 
Ne l explain the obſcurer Parts of the Scriptures; 
ad place that in a * Light which was * 
3 ; & 5 ; f | %s 
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26 St. Paul's Charge to Timothy: Or, 
ved before, hut more ohſcurely, Tet off the plainet 
with greater Luſtre and Grace, and ſhew the 

Genuineneſs of the M hole. N 
They ſhould arm themſelves with Couruge and 
Reſolution in maintaining all the Rites of the 
Church; and according to their Charge, be con. 
ſtant in Publick Prayers, 1 Tim. 2. I. be very pre 
0 upon the Rich for their Charity to the Poox 
171:m.6. 17. and then (as they are eſpecially en 
powered in the Diſtribution of the Sacramentu 
Money, by the Rubrick immediately after tie 
Communion- Service) ſee it themſelves diſpoſed ct 
He very diligent in Catechiſing the Youth d 
their ſeveral Pariſhes, as enjoin d by the 59th 
Canon, and ſeaſoning their Minds early with Or 
thodoxy, and the wholſome Truths of the 6s 
{pel. They ſhould be very ſtrict in requirny 
ſuch Sureties for Children in Baptiſm, as ar 
order'd by Rabrick 2. before Baptiſm, and nt 
admit the Parents (a Thing too often done) t 
ftand for their own Children, which by the 290 
(anon is forbid. This would be not only to key 
that which 1s committed to their Truſt themſelves 
but to ſettle a laſting Maintenance for it aſtef 
them, and to — 5 for the Security of tis 
Church againſt Ages to come. And, above all 
they ſhould be ſure to recommend their En 
deavours, and ſet off their Practices with Up 
rightneſs and Integrity of Lives, and togethd 
with the Sabtzlty of the Serpent, put on the I 
22 ͤ ĩͤv 0 2 1 ENTICE 2H 7 4 
But J cannot preſcribe better Rules for til 
well keeping of that which is committed to til 
Truſt of every Miniſter of the Goſpel, tha 
what are preſcribed by a Worthy *'Prelate no 
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* Biſhop Barlow in bis Letter to Dr. Howell, Chance/'® | 
the Dioceſe of Lincoln, concerning bis primary Viſitation, N 
* * 3 WI 


As 


WF. ** 
ad 
II 


„ God, in a Letter to the Chancellor of his 
un By Dioceſe, wherein he commends to his Brethren 
the theſe following Things: — - | 


9, 
: 


I.“ That they would be conſcientiouſly care- 
the WY © ful to live a pious: Life, and be Exemplary 
col in walking themfelves in that way they 
* commend to their Hearers from the Pulpit 

Poor BY © for if they preach never ſo well, and do not 
8 © live accordingly, they will diſnonour G OD, 
and do ' Miſchief to the People, who are 
* more apt to follow Examples than Pre- 


II.“ That they would be diligent in Cate- 
*+ chiſing the Younger People, (J fear too ma- 
ny of the Older Sort may need it,) that 
* they may know the Principles and Grounds | 
© of our Religion; otherwiſe to preach to Un- 
* catechized/Feople, is to build without a Foun- 

Fas ol OT 


III.“ That they would ftudiouſly endeavour 
to underſtand the Doctrine and Diſcipline of the 
church of England, which they have ſubſcrib'd 

to, and are bound to vindicate. And in or- 
der to this, let them read ſuch Books as 
* authentically contain both the Doctrine and 
* Diſcipline of our Church. : 


TV. © And as Divines, we are bound to en- 
able our ſelves to know and defend our 
„ own Doctrine and Diſcipline, (than which no 
* Church in. Chriſtendom bas better or more con- 
'« ſonant to Scripture and Primitive Antiquity, ) 
* ſowe ſhould endeavour, according to our Abi- 
* lity, to confute our Adverſaries, Tupiſts and 
. 2 « Non- 


. Apnoonformifts, who 10 as Herod" and Pontin 


"8 O,Panl'sChergeto Timothy; Or, 


s ' Pilate againſt our Bleſſed Saviour) are Conte. 
e derates againſt Truth and the Church of Eng. 
„„ n 


This Method if we follow, we ſhall faith. 
fully execute our Ofice, and approve our ſelves 
to our Lord and Maſter, Chriſt Jeſus, Juſt Ste- 
wards of the Diſpenſation committed to us: We 
ſhall keep the ſacred Depoſitum of the Goſpel 
entruſted with us. And who that conſidered 
the Dignity and Importance of the Office, how 
great the Charge, no leſs than the Care ot Souls, 
and the Diſpenſing the Law of the Moſt High, 
and the ſtrict, fevere, and ſolemn Account that 
muſt one Day be render'd of the Diſcharge of 
that Truſt, would ever diſcredit it by a Wick: 
ed Life, or give up any Part of it for an 
-Worldly Intereft, through any Fear or Aﬀe- 
-Etion ?- Whereforęe, O Timothy, O thou Prea- 
cher of the Goſpel, Thou Ambaſſador of Chrif, 
Thou Steward of the Myſteries of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, keep with all Diligence and Faithful- 
neſs that which is committed to thy Truſt, © 


rr rere 


And now after all, that the Miniſiry may 
have full Succeſs, and the Fidelity of the Clergy 
be attended with the Eſtabliſhment of Truth 
and Righteouſneſs in the Land, we muſt beg the 
Aſſiſtance of the Laity too, that they would 
do their Parts, that they would ſearch the 
Scriptures, and examine whether what we ſay 
be true, or no; and if it be, to abide by it. We 
da not deſire to lead any by an Implicit Aſſent, 
(as does the Church of Rome her Votaries,) nor 
o pin their Faith upon an Inſe Dixit, upon any 
"Word of our own, but to apply themſelves 10 
. R 6 * | Talks the 
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fr | the Scriptures, che Fountain of Life and Nd. 


them, to yield or not to yield Obedience to our 


ith- MW convince all Gain-ſayers of the Truth of our 
ve WM Religion, and that our Church is a true Apo- 
Ste- ſtolical Church: By this we ſhall defend Her 
We that the Gates of Hell will not prevail againſt 
J GC, Fe nt a ax 

10W | . 

uls, Make, therefore, we beſeech thee, O Lord, 
ig, ll all Biſhops and Paſtors. diligently 10 
hat preach thy Word, and the People obe- 
5 diently to follow the Jame. Arm them, 
a O Lord, with a true Chriſtian Zeal, 
ff. for thy Cauſe, and with Uprightneſs 
en. and Sincerity of Lives; and make thy 
i Flock obedient to the Calls of their 
of Paſtors; make them willing to hear, 
u- and ready to be inſtructed. | 
a I ſhall conclude all with the Collect for the 
79 Day: l . 3 
uth | 88 

15 Lumigbiy God, by whoſe Providence thy 
the \ Servant John Baptiſt was wonderfully 
ay lorn, and ſent to prepare the Way of thy 
We don our Saviour by preaching of Repentance, 
, make us to follow his Doctrine and Holy 
, that me may truly repent according , 
to . foo 6 
he + 


Doctrine.” By this Method ſhall we extirpate 
Hereſy, Schiſm, and Infidelity : By this we ſhall 
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